horizontal orb-web (LUBIN 1980) . The spiral is formed by many radial threads which originate at the webs center and by a spiral thread that do not have the sticky drops commonly found in the spiral threads of other araneids spiders (FOELIX 1996) .
Cyrtophora citricola (Forskål,1775) is the species with the widest distribution in the genus, occurring in all the Old World and in Hispaniola. Recently, this species was found for the first time in South America, in Valle del Cauca, Colombia (LEVI 1997) . Cyrtophora citricola probably was introduced in this region, where its web is found in plants and in ornamental and fruit trees, near streets and urbanized areas. Now is reported, for the first time, the presence of this species in Belo Horizonte and Prudente de Morais, State of Minas Gerais, Brazil. Nine females, one male, and five immature specimens from Belo Horizonte, and one female from Prudente de Morais were examined. The format and coloration of the abdomen of these specimens show a great variation. The general coloration of the abdomen varies from black to pale yellow with dark spots. The abdomen, in some individuals, do not have the typical posterior humps. However, the genital structures (Figs 1-2) are similar to those presented by LEVI (1997: 250, figs 158-156 The actual distribution of C. citricola in Brazil may be wider than observed, since the presence of Cyrtophora are mentioned in an ecological paper on the Uloboridae spider Philoponella vittata (Keyserling, 1881) (ALVES-COSTA & GONZAGA 2001), conducted near Manaus city, in the Amazonas state, Brazil. However, the authors did not identify them to species. Specimens were collected and deposited in the collection of the Instituto Nacional de Pequisas da Amazônia, in Manaus, but could not be found there to be examined. One photograph of webs of those specimens, taken by Marcelo O. Gonzaga, was generously loaned for examination. They are very similar to the ones built by Cyrtophora, but this needs confirmation through examination of the collected specimens.
Investigations about the exact date and the conditions of the introduction of C. citricola in the region are very difficult. However, being a common species in ornamental trees in Brazil and Colombia, it is possible that C. citricola was dispersed by man together with plant cuttings imported from countries where this species is natively found. 
